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Christmas Day event
OXFORD COUNTY - The doors to the Christmas 
Day event, running from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at 
College Avenue United Church in Woodstock this 
year, are open to everyone from around Oxford 
County regardless of their wealth or lack of it. 
All who show up receive a gift and they can also 
indulge in loads of holiday food. The event also 
includes board games, raffles and music.

Inn Out of the Cold
OXFORD COUNTY – The local homeless shelter 
is open again for the season.
The shelter, at Old St. Paul’s Anglican Church in 
Woodstock, will be open seven days a week from 7 
p.m.-7:30 a.m. until the beginning of April. Thanks 
to the continued efforts of all the inn volunteers 
and supporters – additional volunteers and 
supplies are always welcome.

Food for Friends
OXFORD COUNTY -  Please remember to 
continue to give generously your 25 cents each 
time you shop – especially during the upcoming 
holiday season - at local supporting grocery stores 
in Woodstock, Ingersoll, and in Embro, along 
with Rexall, Shoppers Drug Marts in Woodstock 
in addition to Woodstock’s Steve’s Automotive 
and Ingersoll’s Pharmasave, and in doing so, 
continuing to provide dignity for those less 
fortunate.

The Cynthia Anne Centre
OXFORD COUNTY – The centre supports 
those with drug and alcohol addictions within a 
holistic approach. It is free of charge for those 16 
and over. Thanks to our sponsors, the Len Reeves 
Foundation, Old St. Paul’s Anglican Church in 
Woodstock and College Avenue United Church 

in Woodstock. Call 519-788-2508 or Operation 
Sharing at 519-539-3361 for more information.

Creative Concept Training Centre
“Poverty is a symptom of an unhealthy 
community,”
“Programs addressing issues facing the poor 
almost always become poor programs…. no more 
broken wheels.”
This is for those who wish to explore innovative 
solutions to issues facing those less fortunate. 
This six-day, intensive, new think tank program is 
available for those who are working/considering 
working in the field, or simply have an interest 
in vetting their ideas. This Operation Sharing 
program, offered at a nominal cost, is working 
in conjunction with Huron University College 
(UWO). No prerequisites required, and certificates/
university credit will be granted upon completion. 
For further information, contact Stephen Giuliano 
at 519-281-6077.

Support for Operation Sharing
Financial donations for Operation Sharing 
can be forwarded to Treasurer Joe Fransen 

at P.O. Box 20081, Woodstock, Ontario, 
N4S 8X8.

Operation Sharing is at College Avenue 
United Church at 22 Wilson St. Open week-
days from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Phone 519-539-
3361. Chaplain/Director Stephen Giuliano 

can be reached at 519-281-6077.
Operation Sharing’s website is www.

operationsharing.com. Oxford Insight is 
an Operation Sharing publication and 

intended to speak to issues faced by Oxford 
County’s impoverished.

or those less fortunate, the 
Christmas season can be a 

tremendously painful and 
fearful time of the year. It’s when 

they are reminded they have little to 
no money in order to buy a 
gift for their spouse, their 
children, or others in their 
life at a time of expected gift-
giving. Although appreciated, 
it also perpetuates an 
inherent conflict within 
them when receiving from 
others due to their financial 
predicament. It can create a 
sense of loneliness and 
isolation for many.

In our attempt as a community to make 
sure every man, woman and child is 
not left out at Christmas, there will 
ultimately be those who will feel 
ashamed as well as feeling inundated 
by these generous acts of charity. Thus, 

experiencing a tremendous sense of 
guilt for their falsely perceived 
inadequacies as the cause of their 

financial downfall and current 
situation.

‘When we feed the poor, we should be 
asking for their forgiveness. We are 

giving them food but they 
give up their dignity.’ (Sister  
Peggy  Flanangan, who 
assists at the Salvation Army 
‘Bread of Life’ meal program, 
paraphrasing St. Vincent De 
Paul).

This is not to say that, in the 
meantime, a community 
should stop wanting to give 
food and gifts to the poor, 
especially at Christmas, but 
that our long term efforts 

and goal should focus more on 
promoting self-autonomy and dignity 
for all people: promoting social justice.

“Just as kindness should not be 
ashamed of being kindness, so justice 

should never forget 
that above all it is 
restitution, the 
restitution of rights. 
All of them, beginning 
with the right to live 
with dignity. If I were 

asked to put charity, kindness, and 
justice in order of precedence, I would 
give first place to kindness, second to 

justice and third to charity. Because 
kindness already dispenses justice and 
charity of its own accord, and because 
a fair system of justice already contains 
sufficient charity within it.” (Nobel 
Prize winning author Jose Saramago).

We need to remind ourselves as well as 
each other that God is not interested in 
how big or how many presents we give 
or receive. God is interested in our love, 
kindness and compassion in our day to 
day living.

Another complex Christmas

Operation Sharing’s Food for Friends program received a donation for over $10,000 
thanks to Sobey’s corporate office and customer donations. From left John Klein 
Geltink, Steve Giuliano, Chris Chapman and Sheila Wammes. HEATHER RIVERS/
WOODSTOCK SENTINEL-REVIEW

‘When we feed the poor, we should be asking 
for their forgiveness. We are giving them 
food but they give up their dignity.’  

— Sister  Peggy  Flanangan

Eric Schmiedl 
Oxford Insight
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briefs

Operation Sharing’s annual 
general meeting will take place 
Monday, Feb. 27.
  The meeting, to be held at 
Bullwinkles Eatery (in the Moose 
Family Centre at 690 Sutherland 
Dr. in Woodstock), will include 
reports from Operation Sharing’s 
varied programs for 2016. In 
addition, Operation Sharing’s 
annual awards will be given out.
  “It’s been a good year for the 
organization, particularly the 
Christmas Day Event,” said 
Marilyn Schmiedl, Operation 
Sharing’s board president.
  The meeting is open to all 
members of the organization as 
well as the general public. 
Memberships for 2017 cost $5. 
Members will be e-mailed a 
membership application form 
and copies will be available at 
the door.
  A potluck at 5:30 p.m. will 
precede the meeting’s start at 7 
p.m.

food for friends
  OXFORD COUNTY -  Please 
remember to continue to give 
generously your 25 cents each 
time you shop at local supporting 
grocery stores in Woodstock and 
Ingersoll year round.
  By donating your quarter at the 
till, you provide dignity for those 
less fortunate. Food for Friends 
is now being considered as an 
alternative to the food bank system 
internationally.

inn Out of the Cold
  WOODSTOCK – The homeless 

shelter is open at Old St. Paul’s 
Anglican Church. It is open from 7 
p.m. to 7:30 a.m. seven days a week.

bullwinkles
  WOODSTOCK – Running out of 
the Moose Family Centre, lunches 
are available on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays (from 11:45 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m.). The Bullwinkles Eatery has 
moved away from the soup kitchen 
model and provides an integrated 
buffet open to the community as a 
whole. People are asked to donate 
on a sliding scale, from $1 to $7, 
depending on their ability to pay.

  This concept includes a free 
culinary/hospitality training centre 
open to all, regardless of economic 
status. If interested in training, call 
519-539-3361.

The Cynthia Anne Centre
  OXFORD COUNTY – The centre, 
the head office of which is at Old 
St. Paul’s Anglican Church in 
Woodstock, supports those with 
drug and alcohol addictions. It’s 
free of charge for those 16 and over. 
Call 519-539-3361.

Financial donations for Operation Sharing 
can be forwarded to its treasurer at P.O. Box 

20081, Woodstock, Ontario, N4S 8X8.

  Operation Sharing is at College Avenue 
United Church at 22 Wilson St. Open 
weekdays from 8 a.m. to noon. Phone 

519-539-3361. Chaplain/Director Stephen 
Giuliano can be reached at 519-281-6077.

  Operation Sharing’s website is www.
operationsharing.com. Oxford Insight is 

an Operation Sharing publication and 
intended to speak to issues faced by Oxford 

County’s impoverished.

 OXFORD COUNTY – 
Operation Sharing’s 
Extended Family Project 
(EFP) is growing with the 
addition of two new 
initiatives.
  Extended Family will grow 
with the new Adopt a Senior 
and Churches Challenge 
efforts, said Eric Schmiedl, 

EFP’s co-ordinator.
  “These initiatives will go a 
long way to help expand Extended Family,” 
Schmiedl said.
  With Adopt a Senior, local high school students 
are being asked to team up 
in groups of two or three to 
provide a couple of hours 
of volunteer time a week, to 
visit with a senior (or do 
light chores for the senior). 
Students in need of community hours will be 
able to get them through this initiative.
  Through the Churches Challenge, Oxford 
churches that support Operation Sharing are 

being asked to come up with one team per 
church. Those teams will be recruited to help 
people in need.
  Already, EFP helps a variety of people. For 
example, one Extended Family team helps teach 
English as a second language to a Syrian refugee 
family living in Ingersoll. Other volunteers help 
a man who has limited mobility with grocery 
shopping and attending doctor visits. 
  In the past, EFP won a national award for the 
City of Woodstock for its innovative concept.
  EFP’s aim is not only to help people in poverty 
but to give volunteers insight into the world of 
impoverished people and those with other 
needs. And in many cases, people in poverty will 

be able to give back to the 
people helping them in a 
number of ways.
  “Volunteers are needed 
to make Extended Family 
work. Operation Sharing 

appreciates the efforts of all our volunteers,” 
Schmiedl said. People who wish to volunteer are 
asked to call Operation Sharing at 519-539-3361.
  Extended Family is a free service.

Operation Sharing’s
Extended Family Project 

expanding

Operation 
Sharing prepares 

for AGM

“These initiatives will go a long 
way to help expand Extended 
Family” — Eric Schmiedl
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