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A Christmas surprise 

Operation Sharing’s Christmas Day Event drew about 
375 people last year. Here, people line up for festive 
food at the 2017 event. 

By Eric Schmiedl 

For some, it’s a 35-year tradition. For oth-

ers, it’s the best-kept secret in Oxford 

County. 

Operation Sharing’s Christmas Place – 

which offers people in poverty the oppor-

tunity to buy inexpensive Yule gifts – at 

times comes as something of a surprise to 

those who come to use it for the first time. 

“That still shocks me sometimes,” said 

Kathy Gardiner, Christmas Place coordina-

tor, considering how long the program has 

been in existence. Gardiner has volunteered 

with the program for 16 years with the last 

10 as coordinator. 

The program runs in early December out 

of Woodstock’s College Avenue United 

Church, in the church’s Memorial Hall. 

That is also the venue for Operation 

Sharing’s Christmas Day Event, which 

runs from about 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

and has been going on for close to 15 

years. The free Christmas Day Event at-

tracts not just people in poverty but every-

one from police officers to politicians, and 

involves gifts, music, food and games. An-

yone who doesn’t have a place to go for 

Christmas is welcome at the event. 

Continued on page 2 
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Submissions to Helping in Unity are welcome. 

They are subject to editing for spelling and gram-

mar, legal issues and other editorial considerations. 

Submissions could include information on events 

concerning Operation Sharing and letters to the edi-

tor. 

The editor reserves the right to withhold publica-

tion of various submissions in the newsletter. 

Submissions for consideration to be published can 

be emailed to ericschmiedl@yahoo.ca — first and 

last name as well as a phone number should be in-

cluded.  

Submissions to newsletter are welcome 

Continued from page 1 

Last year, about 375 people attended the event, 

although not all at the same time. A core group of 

about a dozen volunteers, who work in the days 

leading up to the event, are joined by dozens more 

– some of them just come to so-

cialize with folks who might be 

lonely – on the big day. 

As for the Christmas Place, 

Gardiner said a couple of hun-

dred volunteers are involved. 

And last year, more than 700 

people made their way through 

the hall on distribution days to 

pick up gifts. 

This year, the distribution days have been ex-

panded for parents and grandparents, due to the 

program’s partnering with the Children’s Aid So-

ciety of Oxford County and Power of Hope. There 

will be three such days this year, on Dec. 4-6 from 

9 a.m.-8 p.m. Invitations for shoppers are availa-

ble at churches throughout the county, as well as 

various social service agencies including Opera-

tion Sharing. 

The day for the kids to pick up gifts for their el-

ders is Dec. 8 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

  The gifts at the Christmas Place 

are new and are garnered through 

donations, both in the form of the 

gifts themselves as well as cash 

which is used to buy discounted 

items, Gardiner said. For example, 

a gift worth $10 sells at the Christ-

mas Place for $1 (and there are al-

so free items like books and winter 

wear). 

Christmas Place participant numbers were up 30 

per cent last year, she said. 

Working with the Christmas Place “makes you 

look at your community through a different set of 

glasses… it is really rewarding,” Gardiner contin-

ued. 

Yule events draw near 

“… It (working with the 

Christmas Place) is real-

ly rewarding.” 

- Coordinator  

Kathy Gardiner 

For the holidays 
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Helping out 
Volunteer Judi 
Brown helps ar-
range some articles 
of clothing during 
the Nov. 14 setting 
up of Operation 
Sharing’s Coats for 
Kids and Adults 
program. The pro-
gram ran in College 
Avenue United 
Church’s Memorial 
Hall. 
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Bullwinkle's 
WOODSTOCK – Running out 

of the Moose Family Centre, 

lunches are available on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays (from 11:45 a.m. 

to 1:30 p.m.). People are asked to 

donate, from $1 to $7. 

Extended Family 
OXFORD COUNTY – The Ex-

tended Family Project is helping 
people in poverty in a variety of 
ways. It links people in need with 
volunteers. 

Potential volunteers are asked to 
call 519-539-3361.  

The Inn of Oxford 
OXFORD COUNTY – The Inn 

homeless shelter is at Old St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church in Wood-

stock. It’s free of charge for those 

16 and up, and opens nightly at 

7:30 p.m. 

What shades in life man and woman must con-

quer 

With facing the master of one’s own fear 

But with having the sword of the mind and the 

shield from the heart 

That determination with one’s own self having 

the faith in the soul 

Being the guidance in the spirit of time 

In stepping forth with the strength of a growing 

seed that we are washed with the cleanliness to 

grow 

That by day and night our souls being with the 

soul shepherd, for we are the flock 

With the guidance of the soul, that the darkness 

of the puzzled mind of others will not stop the for-

ward life 

Of one’s own self 

Within having the ability that man and woman 

must share with the weak 

That standing tall on the throne with having the 

crown in sharing the richness of life in believing  

For man and woman are to unlock the shackles 

for those who are lost  

In holding within hand the mighty staff, the right-

eousness of faith and soul 

That one does not have to climb the ladder to find 

for it is already inside one’s self 

That with believing in one’s own faith and heart 

gives strength with the bond of the soul  

 

By Lewis Richards, 

Writers’ Café participant 

Bond of the soul 

You are perfect 
How are you going to start loving someone if you 

don’t love yourself? 

First, find the steps in order to love yourself. 

You can try to find what makes you happy, after 

finding what makes you happy stick with it! This 

will bring pleasure into your life. 

Secondly, you can go to the library or a CMHA 

centre and read books or take courses on self-care.  

Thirdly, you must surround yourself with POSI-

TIVE people! Those people must encourage you to 

become a better person!  

 

By Meagan Ipsen, 

Writers’ Café participant 


