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A lot of Christmas preparation 
OXFORD COUNTY — Plenty of volunteer work 

goes into preparing for Operation Sharing’s Christ-

mas Day Event, says the event’s coordinator. 

“It’s very much appreciated,” Marilyn Schmiedl 

said of the approximately 10 volunteers who helped 

in the several days leading up to Dec. 25. They were 

joined by at least 25 more volunteers on the big day 

itself. 

The buying and preparation of the food – from the 

cooking of turkeys to the cheese and vegetables 

prep with everything in between – was part of the 

package, as was the arranging of gifts and games in 

College Avenue United Church’s Memorial Hall in 

Woodstock, where the event took place. It has gone 

on annually for close to 15 years. One highlight of 

the event was the chocolate fountain; it’s arranged 

each year by Sonia Foster and family. Music was 

another focal point of the event and, as is the case 

each year, everyone who attended received a gift. 

Many people from across the county – and several 

hundred attend annually - have come to depend on 

the event, she said. 

“They want to come and socialize, otherwise 

they’d be alone,” Schmiedl noted. 

Maddie Huether, a volunteer with Operation Sharing’s Christmas Day Event, is shown here prepar-
ing gifts for the big day. 
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Submissions to Helping in Unity are welcome. 

They are subject to editing for spelling and gram-

mar, legal issues and other editorial considerations. 

Submissions could include information on events 

concerning Operation Sharing and letters to the edi-

tor. 

The editor reserves the right to withhold publica-

tion of various submissions in the newsletter. 

Submissions for consideration to be published can 

be emailed to ericschmiedl@yahoo.ca — first and 

last name as well as a phone number should be in-

cluded.  

Submissions to newsletter are welcome 

Search is on for people to 

make use of Extended Family 
OXFORD COUNTY—Operation 

Sharing’s Extended Family Project has 

some good volunteers looking for peo-

ple in need to make use of their services. 

The program has several volunteers – 

who are offering such things as math 

tutoring, non-monetary grocery shop-

ping assistance and one-on-one comput-

er training – available at the present time 

in Woodstock, said Eric Schmiedl, coor-

dinator of Extended Family and an asso-

ciated program, the Writers’ Café. 

There is also a team in Ingersoll prepared to offer 

life skills training in such things as budgeting and 

cooking. 

“These volunteers are ready, willing and able,” 

Schmiedl said. 

A number of prospective volunteers for the pro-

gram came forward in response to an 

appeal that was publicized in area 

church bulletins. 

   People in need of the good these vol-

unteers can do can access them by 

emailing Schmiedl at the following ad-

dress: ericschmiedl@yahoo.ca or by 

calling Operation Sharing at 519-539-

3361. 

  Those looking for computer training, or 

help with writing in general (be it help 

with cover letters, poetry, books and 

more) can drop in at the Writers’ Café on Wednes-

days from 10 a.m. to noon at the Oxford County 

branch of the Canadian Mental Health Association 

at 522 Peel St. in Woodstock. The Writers’ Café is 

a joint program of Operation Sharing and the 

CMHA. 

Eric Schmiedl 

Volunteers at the ready 

mailto:ericschmiedl@yahoo.ca
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‘Grateful’ for Oxford community 
By Eric Schmiedl 

OXFORD COUNTY — As Kathy Gardiner de-

scribes it, the Christmas Place is an Oxford Coun-

ty-wide community effort. 

“I’m really glad to live in Oxford County,” said 

Gardiner, the coordinator of the Operation Sharing 

program that involved close to 350 volunteers 

(including 20 core volunteers) in the December 

2018 edition of the event. She extended a thank 

you to all involved. 

In December, 398 parents and grandparents 

came through the doors of the program’s venue, 

College Avenue United Church in Woodstock, to 

buy inexpensive Yule gifts (for example, a gift 

worth $10 sells for $1 at the Christmas Place). 

That’s up from 380 adults in 2017. And as for the 

children, who shopped on Dec. 8, there were 230, 

which is down 90 from the year prior. Gardiner 

said she isn’t sure why the children numbers were 

down, although part of it might have to do with 

timing – the children’s shopping day in 2019 will 

be Dec. 14, almost a week closer to Christmas. 

There were some changes this year that the shop-

pers might not have seen. This was the first full 

year for the program’s partnership with the Chil-

dren’s Aid Society of Oxford County and the 

Power of Hope (that partnership was in its infancy 

in 2017) and that prevented a lot of duplication of 

effort. 

In addition, 2018 was the first year the Christmas 

Place was computerized (records were kept with 

paper and pen previously) meaning some useful 

pieces of information were readily available. For 

example, more new clients and fewer repeat cli-

ents showed up (Gardiner said that might mean 

economics for some people have improved since 

the year before). 

“That would be my hope,” she said. 

One highlight in 2018 was Heart FM’s Stuff a 

Bus effort, which collected so many toys that 

some were handed over to the Salvation Army. 

In conclusion, Gardiner reiterated her passion for 

living in the county and what the community 

means to the Christmas Place, which has been in 

operation for 35 years. 

“I really want to put forward how grateful we are 

for the community we live in,” she said. 

One of Santa’s helpers, Brittany Ratelband, 
spoke with the jolly old elf himself at the chil-
dren’s shopping day at Operation Sharing’s 
Christmas Place on Dec. 8. The Christmas 
Place ran at College Avenue United Church in 
Woodstock. 
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Bullwinkle's 
WOODSTOCK – Running out 

of the Moose Family Centre, 

lunches are available on Tues-

days and Thursdays (from 11:45 

a.m. to 1:30 p.m.) at the Bullwin-

kle’s Eatery and Hospitality 

Training Centre. People are asked 

to donate on a sliding scale, from 

$1 to $7, depending on their fi-

nances and ability to pay. 

Cynthia Anne Centre 
OXFORD COUNTY – The 

centre, the head office of which is 

at Old St. Paul’s Anglican 

Church in Woodstock, supports 

those with drug and alcohol ad-

dictions. 

It’s free of charge for those 16 

and up — call 519-539-3361 for 

more information. 

Food for Friends boost 
A donation-matching campaign conducted at Woodstock Foodland, Ingersoll Foodland and Woodstock 
Sobeys leading up to Thanksgiving raised $15,019.76 for Operation Sharing’s Food for Friends food 
card program (part of the money came from donations at the till, the other part from Sobeys corporate). 
At the cheque presentation on Nov. 20 were (left to right) Ingersoll Foodland Franchisee Scott Clarke, 
Woodstock Sobeys Store Manager Jason Hart, Operation Sharing Chaplain/Executive Director Ste-
phen Giuliano and Woodstock Foodland Owner/Operator Chris Chapman. This amount was the most 
the donation-matching effort has ever raised for Food for Friends. 


