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Santa at The Moose 
The jolly old elf himself visited the Woodstock Moose Family Centre on Dec. 16, 2018. Here, Santa sits 
with Abbi Petch, 12. Dozens of children turned out for the event, where breakfast was served leading up 
to the man in the red suit’s arrival. 
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Meetings 
The Women of the Moose 

Board meets at 8 p.m. the first 

and third Wednesdays of the 

month, while the Loyal Order 

of Moose Board meets at 6:30 

p.m. the second and fourth 

Wednesdays of the month. 

Both boards have a joint 

meeting at 6:30 p.m. on the 

first Tuesday of the month. 

  One of the things I 

do for the Moose 

Family Centre is ad-

minister its Facebook 

page, which was 

launched in 2018. In 

that role, I have be-

come increasingly 

aware of what is on 

Facebook and social 

media in general. 

And some of the stuff I’ve seen on so-

cial media surprises me. Indeed, it is 

downright alarming. 

  Now, don’t get me wrong. Social 

media has its place as an important 

communications tool and a way to get 

the word out. For example, The Moose 

uses it to spread information about up-

coming family-oriented events and ac-

tivities. Social media can, and does, 

play a valuable role in that regard (and 

in many other ways… families and 

friends can keep in touch and more). 

But some of the things I’ve seen on 

social media are inflammatory, if not 

illegal. Freedom of speech is valuable 

but, having said that, some people post 

things without basis in research or fact. 

They are incorrect and, at times, should 

be subject to libel and slander laws. If 

some of this stuff were to be published 

in a newspaper or broadcast on a radio 

station, it would no doubt be subject to 

hefty lawsuits in short order. 

Thankfully, the Moose Family Cen-

tre’s Facebook page is free of libel and 

slander issues (and other matters just 

pertaining to taste), and I screen com-

ments going on it to ensure it stays that 

way. People dealing with the page have 

been great, I must say… so far, I have-

n’t had one comment I’ve had to delete. 

But social media on the Internet as a 

whole is another story. Libel and slan-

der legalities have yet to catch up with 

the technology of today – there have 

been some cases in Canada in which 

penalties were levied regarding issues 

of Internet-based defamation, although 

those cases are relatively rare. Perhaps 

the sheer volume of information on the 

Internet is a factor in that. 

And that’s something Ken Brooks, 

executive director of the Elgin-Oxford 

Legal Clinic, agreed with. There’s just 

so much stuff out there that it’s tough 

for the system to deal with, he said. 

Brooks also sits as a deputy judge in 

London, Ontario small claims court and 

in his years on the bench has only dealt 

with one case of Internet-based defama-

tion. That involved a dispute between 

two dog breeders, in which one accused 

the other on Facebook of running a 

puppy mill. Monetary damages were 

awarded. 

“I haven’t seen much of it,” Brooks 

said of libel and slander regarding In-

ternet use, adding there is a movement 

by Web hosts to back away from re-

sponsibility from what’s being posted 

on their systems. He disagreed with 

that. 

“You should have to take responsibil-

ity for that,” Brooks said. 

I believe, at some point, the legal sys-

tem will catch up to the technological 

realities of today. But, it will take time. 

 

Eric Schmiedl 

Prelate 

Eric Schmiedl 

From the prelate’s  desk 

Green Cap 
Heather Grimshaw received 
her Green Cap honour in a 
ceremony at the Moose Fami-
ly Centre on Nov. 18, 2018. 
The Green Cap is a Women 
of the Moose accolade. 

Calling for social media evolution 



 

Look us up on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/moosecentre 

 

 February 2019                   THE MOOSE CALL                           Page 3 

  Brothers and co-workers; 

  I hope everyone had a very enjoyable 

Christmas and a Happy New Year’s Eve 

blast. I would like to thank the Tuesday 

night dart league, the euchre club, the bean 

bag toss players, pool league and all who 

gave donations to the kids’ Christmas. 

  On a more serious note, I also want to ex-

press thanks to Operation Sharing for help-

ing out with the operating expenses of the Lodge, thank 

you Steve and your board of directors. 

As most know, I am having a battle with cancer and it is 

something that I will defeat but the Lodge still needs your 

help and support. March is nomination month for the board 

of officers and we need to have a full board and chairmen. 

Please submit your name for a position so we can move 

forward with our goals and also help the boys at Canada 

Home at Mooseheart and our seniors at Moosehaven. 

Some members are talking about things that do not con-

cern them; if you have issues with something, call me, not 

the gossip line. If you need to know what’s happening, 

step up and submit your name for either the Lodge board 

or the Women of the Moose board, then you can discuss 

everything at board and joint meetings. 

Thanks to all who help make the Lodge a place to have 

fun. As you will notice, there has been an increase of pric-

es at the bar – it was necessary to do this to help cover all 

expenses. 

Thank you for what you do for the community. 

Fraternally, 

Bob Gaudet 

Administrator 

Bob Gaudet 

March is nomination month at The Moose 

Hooks ahoy! 
Pirates Chris Bur-
ton (left) and Ed 
Palasz clink hooks 
at the sold-out 
Halloween dance 
held Saturday, 
Oct. 27, 2018 at 
the Woodstock 
Moose Family 
Centre.  

From the administrator’s  desk 



If you want to advertise in The Moose Call 

newsletter, please call (519) 537-6010. 

On the Net, visit lodge1141.moosepages.org 

or https://www.facebook.com/moosecentre on 

Facebook — you can also visit the Moose 

Lodge at 690 Sutherland Dr. in Woodstock. 

The Moose Call is published four times a year 

and promotes the lodge, its activities and its 

members. 

Contact information 

   To have the newsletter emailed to you, contact ericschmiedl@yahoo.ca 

 

Coming and ongoing events 
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Moose of the Year 
Eric Schmiedl has been named 2018 Moose of 
the Year for the Woodstock Moose Lodge. The 
accolade came from Moose International. 

* On Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11:45 

a.m.-1:30 p.m., the Bullwinkle’s Eatery and 

Hospitality Training Centre at the Moose 

Lodge will be open for lunch. The cost is on a 

sliding scale, based on ability to pay, and 

ranges from $1 to $7. Bullwinkle’s is a joint 

effort of The Moose and Operation Sharing. 

* Tuesday darts play continues at the Moose 

Family Centre. Play begins at 8 p.m. 

* On Wednesdays at 7 p.m., bid euchre goes 

on at the Moose Lodge. 

* Cornhole play continues at the Moose 

Family Centre on Thursdays. Play begins at 7 

p.m. 

* On Saturdays, spin class (inside bicycling) 

goes on at The Moose from approximately 8 

to 10 a.m. 

* On Saturdays, pool play goes on at the 

Moose Lodge from 10 a.m. to noon. 

*  There will be a Family Day open house at 

the Moose Family Centre on Monday, Feb. 

18. The open house will run from 1 to 4 p.m. 

Darts play 
Elmer Kempt takes 
aim during south-
western Ontario tour-
nament darts play at 
the Woodstock 
Moose Family Cen-
tre. The tournament 
was held on Nov. 24, 
2018. 


